1634—35] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1634 223

rons; on their way down, they hide meal every two
days, to eat on their return, and these hiding-places
are the only hotels they have. If they fail to find
them, or if some one robs them, for they are the
worst kind of thieves, they must get along without
eating. If they do find their provisions, they cannot
feast very sumptuously upon them. In the morning
they mix a little of this meal with water, and each
one eats about a bowlful of it; upon this they ply
their paddles all day, and at nightfall they eat as [334]
they did at break of day. This is the kind of life
that our Fathers must lead until they reach the
country of these barbarians. When they arrive, they
will build themselves a bark house, and there they
will live on wheat, and cornmeal, and, in certain
seasons, on fish. As for meat, there being no hunt-
ing where they are, they will not eat it six times a
year, unless they eat their dogs, as the people do,
who raise these animals as they do sheep in France;
their drink will be water. So these are the delicacies
of the country for well people and sick,— bread,
wine, different kinds of meat, fruit, and a thousand
refreshing viands found in France not yet having
been introduced into these countries.

The money with which they will buy their food,
wood, bark house, and other necessaries, is little beads
or tubes of glass, knives, awls, blankets, kettles, hatch-
ets, and similar things; this is the money they
must carry with them. If peace is negotiated be-
tween the Hurons and Hiroquois, I foresee a splen-
did opening for the Gospel. [33i.e., 335] We can
say then with joy and with sadness, messis, quidem
multa operarii vero pauci, for we shall see few per-
sons who understand these languages. I learn that



